This study was conducted during 2010-11 in northern zone of Bangladesh to highlight the current status and the importance of potato farming. About 120 respondents were randomly selected for interviewing and collecting data from Shibganj of Bogra and Kalai of Joypurhat district. The selection characteristics for the respondents were age, education, experience, farm size, family size and annual income. These six characteristics of the farmers were selected for exploring their relationship with their growing preference and production scenario of potato. Age of the potato growers ranged from 27 to 65 years, 20.8% of the farmers was illiterate and most of them have a small family and medium sized farm. About 16.5% farmers have low income up to BDT. 120,000 while 20.8% farmers have an income higher than BDT. 250,000 year -1 . Farmers were interested to cultivate the potato due to higher yield and greater profit making than other crops and, they preferred Diamant as the most profitable variety.
Introduction
Potato (Solanumtuberosum L.) is the most important vegetable crop in Bangladesh. Bangladeshi vegetable basket is incomplete without potato. It contributes 55% of the total vegetable production in Bangladesh (BBS 2009) . It is ranked third among the food crops next to rice and wheat on the basis of production. The average yield and total production of potato is about 14.7 t ha -1 and 9.0 million tons, respectively from 0.5 million hectares of land (MOA 2009 ). Bogra and Joypurhat districts contribute nearly 8% of the total potato production occupying 10.7% of the land surface. The main producing areas are Kalai, Khetlal, Bograsadar, Shibganj and Gabtali upazila (Rahman 1990 ). Area covers under potato cultivation in Bogra and Joypurhat districts about 77% of the total cultivated area (Uddin et al., 2009) . Latest information on potato production in northern part of Bangladesh is limited. So, it is necessary to quantify the potato production scenario in these areas. Therefore, the present study was designed to identify the growing preference and production scenario in two northern districts of Bangladesh.
Materials and Method
There were 51 blocks, 17 unions in two selected upazilas viz. Shibgonj of Bogra and Kalai of Joypurhat district. 60 farmers from each upazilla were randomly selected and total 120 respondents Table 1 . Characteristics profile of the respondents The minimum age of the respondents was 27 years and maximum was 65 years with mean value of 40.9. Education level was scoring according to passing years in which "0" means no education of the respondents and 14 mean graduate level educations. Experiences in potato cultivation of the respondents were minimum 5 years and maximum 32 years. Maximum farmers of two districts are categorized as medium andtheir annual income ranges from 46 to 310 thousands taka only.
Age of the respondents
Most of the farmers (52.5%) in Shibganj and Kalai upazilas were in the age group of 35-50 years. The highest aged group (35-50 years) of farmers about 48% was in Shibganj upazila followed by the young farmers (30%). The maximum number of old farmers were engaged in potato farming than the young group in all study areas where the old was about 27.5% and the young farmers was 20% (Table 2) . About one-fourth of the old farmers in both upazilas were engaged in potato farming might be due to many young farmers had been working in foreign countries and also engaged in others work. 
Level of education
About 22% and 28% farmers in Shibganj and Kalai upazila, respectively completed primary school education. Majority farmers (38%) of Shibganj and Kalai upazilacompleted secondary school education. The notable numbers of farmers (16%) in Shibganj and Kalaiupazila were completed above secondary level education. This might be due to relatively young farmers were engaged in potato cultivation commercially. The level of illiterate farmers in Shibganj and Kalai upazila was lower because, the level of literacy in both areas was found higher (79%) than the average literacy of Bangladesh (Table 3) .About 63% farmers among the total respondents in the study areas were reached up to the primary and secondary level of education. Generally during this period, fathers or guardians of a family gave the charge of their family and lands to their elder sons and thus they could not further continue their higher education. Sometimes they were forced to leave school and engaged in family farming due to economic crisis. 
Experience in potato cultivation
On the basis of respondent"s experience, farmers were classified into three categories. The maximum farmers (70.8%) had moderate experience about 11to 25 years in potato cultivation (Table 4) . 
Farm size
Farm size of the respondents ranges between 0.54 and 3.3 hectare. Based on farm size, the farmers were categorized into three groups. The maximum farmers (65%) had medium size farm while only 5.8% farmers had large farm (Table 5) . Table 5 . Classification of the farmers according to their farm size
Family size
Family size of the farmers ranges from 3 to 9 person with an average of 4.3 members per family and this was smaller than average family size of Bangladesh (5.1) member per family; (BBS, 2011) . The maximum farmers (63.3%) live in a small family of the study areas, on the other hand only 4.1%farmers had large family (greater than 7 members). The findings indicate that 95.8% of the potato growing farmers had small to medium size family (Table 6 ). Table 6 . Classification of the farmers according to their family size
Annual income
Annual income of the farmers ranges from 46 to 310 thousand taka. Overall in the study areas, the highest portion of the respondents (51.6%) had medium income followed by low (27.5%) and high (20.8%) income earners. Generally higher income gives an individual better status in the society but higher income also increases risk taking capacity of the farmers in potato cultivation. ) than Shibganj upazila. This might be due to higher yield and using more HYV in Kalai upazila than that of Shibganj upazila. Average potato productions per farm were 27.3 t in the study area. In overall areas, about 1.6% of the potatoes were used for family consumption by the potato growers and 3.2% of the potatoes were used as seed. Major portions (69.2%) of the potatoes were sold during the harvesting period (Table 8 ). About 9.9% and 15.9% of the potatoes were traditionally stored in house and cold storage, respectively. The potatoes were stored in house or cold storage for planting as seed for the next season or as ware potato and sold later an exorbitant price. Average potato production farm -1 in Shibganj upazila was 23.8 t year -1 . About 1.7%, 4.3%, 72.2% and 21.6% of the potatoes were used for family consumption, seed purpose, and direct sale during harvesting time and were stored in home or cold storage, respectively for sale or seed purpose. On the other hand, Postharvest potatoes were used as food (1.5%), seed (2.2%), home storage (12.2%), cold storage (17.8%) and direct sale (66.1%) during harvesting period in Kalai upazila (Table 8) . (Table 9) . It reveals that, land use for potato cultivation was higher when the average wholesale price was higher in the previous year and when the average yield of potato was lower, then the average wholesale price was higher. When the average wholesale prices fell, then the potato growers did not want to invest any more in the next season. It is a significant draw backs to sustain potato cultivation and this volatile market price is a big challenge for potato growers. 
Profitable variety of potato
Overall in the study areas, the highest benefit cost ratio was 1.3 for the variety called Diamant and the lowest was for the Granola (1.0). The highest average output ha -1 was for the variety Diamant too and the lowest for the Granola. The highest average input ha -1 was for the variety of Telpakri and the lowest for Granola (Table 10 ). 
Source of financial support for potato cultivation
Smalland medium farm groups managed their financial support for potato cultivation by taking loan from various source except large farm groups. Average loan taking of various farm groups was 11.4% of total respondents (Table 11) .Large farm group managed their cost for potato cultivation without taking any loan from other sources while small and medium farm group taking loan about 25% and 9.3%, respectively for potato cultivation from various source (Table 11 ). They repay their loan after the harvest by selling potato at low price during harvest period. Generally higher income group leads a better status in the society. Therefore, the large farm group has the risk taking capacity of the farmers in potato cultivation. So they did not take any loan for this purpose. 
Why farmersare growingpotato?
Opinions of the respondents were collected to interpret causes of growingpotato. Score (1) was assigned for one opinion by one respondent. The farmers were interested to grow potato because of higher profit, easier to grow, greater market demand and higher yield than other crops and suitable growing region. Potato growing region option stood as the 1 st ranked (Table 12) . 
Potato consumption and marketing
The highest potato was used for consumption and seed purpose about 8.6% by small farm group that was followed 5.1% and 2.5% by medium and large farm group, respectively. Large farm group marketing the highest amount of potato about 97.4% and the average potato marketing 94.5% by all farm groups (Table 13 ). Marketingpattern of potato in these areas wereabout 37.3% and 62.6% direct sell and through middlemen, respectively by small farm group. The average marketing pattern by all farm groups was 45.6% direct sell and 54.3% through middle-men (Table 13) .
Alternative crops rather than potato
Respondents gave opinions on identifying an alternative crop rather than potato and one (1) score was assigned for one opinion. Themost wanted alternative crops rather than potato wasmustard and theleast wanted crop was teasle gourd during 2010-11 (Table 14) . 
Preference of growing vegetables on the basis of importance
Score, one (1) was assigned for one opinion of the respondents. Every respondent gave opinions according to importance of vegetable and potato was the most preferable vegetable and the least preferable vegetable was Spinach (Table 15) . 
Conclusion
Northern zone is one of the prominent regions for potato cultivation especially Bogra and Joypurhat districts. The maximum number of old farmers was engaged in potato farming. Most of the farmers completed primary and secondary level education and literacy percentage of these areas was higher than national level. Farmers sold major portion of their produced potato during the harvesting period. They used most of the land for potato cultivation when got higher wholesale price in the previous year. Diamant was cultivated by the farmers as the most profitable variety of potato and they were interested to grow potato because of higher yield than other crops.
